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Section D

New York State Residents’ Comments



Hazardous Waste

On page 25 of the document, it states in the last paragraph: “The Authority
also updated its’ Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Guide and held an
HHW collection day at the landfill in June of 2004. Approximately 13 tons
of HHW were collected from 128 persons who participated.”

We suggest there are two potential omissions:

1.Another HHW collection was made in 2007 at Lake Clear, more than
50 miles from the Westville/Constable Landfill.

2. Not included was a HHW collection required as part of a DEC
penalty for the apparent contamination of parts of the Landfill area
caused by the mixing of sludge with sand and storing it on the ground. Of
further note, the Authority was uncooperative in the releasing of
information as to the circumstances of this contamination and who
participated in allowing this to occur.

It is the responsibility of the Authority to educate the public as to the proper
disposal of contaminating materials. There is little evidence on an ongoing,
systematic, transparent process for meeting this responsibility.

Finally, and most importantly, the questions of quality assurances remain
and need to be addressed. How often and by what methods will the DEC
monitor and enforce HHW safety laws and regulations? Are there supervised

fail-safe inspection measures that will be regularly carried out and reported

to the public?
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